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Green Field Farms’ Goal Is To Secure 
The Future 	 6
“Forty-five years ago Amish agriculture was 
not so different from conventional agricul-
ture,” says Wayne Wengerd of Dalton, Ohio, 
but times have changed. A meeting in 2003 
launched the beginning of Green Field Farms, 
a 100 percent Amish-owned, nonprofit 
cooperative. Read this article to discover what 
is happening.

Raising Snails	 10
Heliciculture is the process of farming or 
raising snails. Snail farming on a large-scale 
basis requires a considerable investment in 
time, equipment, and resources. Prospective 
snail farmers should carefully consider these 
factors, especially if their goal is to supply 
large quantities to commercial businesses.

The Vertical Farm	 14
To address the problems of traditional 
farming now and those perceived to soon 
emerge onto the horizon, an alternate way 
of food production is being proposed. This 
new way involves growing large amounts 
of produce within the confines of high-rise 
buildings.

What Is Your State Doing For Small 
Farms?	 16
This month we have picked Alaska or “The 
Land of the Midnight Sun” as the 24th state in 
our continuing project to let you know where 
you can find small farm information and help. 
We welcome your additions and suggestions 
as we continue our mission of finding profit-
making ideas.

Aquatic Farmer Section

Aquaponics—Blending Hydroponics 
with Aquaculture	 18
Aquaponics is a combination of recirculating 
aquaculture (fish farming) with hydroponics 
(growing vegetables, flowers, and/or herbs 
without soil. Recent advances by researchers 
and growers alike have turned aquaponics 
into a working model of sustainable food 
production.

Hybrid Striped Bass Research in High 
Gear  	 20
The production of hybrid striped bass (HSTB) 
is one of the fastest growing segments in U.S. 
aquaculture. Production has increased during 

the past 15 years expanding at a rate of 7 
percent annually.

Prevention Of Winter Fish Kills In 
Ponds And Lakes	 22
Ponds and lakes in the northern part of the 
United States have, in the past, experienced 
fish kills due to lack of dissolved oxygen in 
the water. Oxygen is essential to the metabo-
lism of all aerobic (air breathing) organisms. 
Read this article for prevention tips.

Columns & Departments

Small Farm Talk	   3
This month Editor Andy Stevens has a special 
American Small Farm good neighbor of the 
month and something to think about during 
the holidays.

Over The Fence 	  8
This column is a place for you to share your 
ideas and learn about what is happening on 
family farms.

Homeland Treasures	 24
Yolanda & Friends Quilt Patterns are featured.

On the bookshelf 	 26
Books that can help you do a better job on 
your farm.

Recipes	 27
This month we feature recipes healthy 
seafood recipes.

Calendar	 28
Here are some farm shows and events for 
your learning and enjoyment.

Product Review 	 30

Last Word 	 31
This month Bill Schaefer writes about the 
greatest gift of the Christmas season.
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