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Pine Straw Is An Often Overlooked 
Profit-Maker 	 5
For many years pine needles have been the 
fuel for getting rid of underbrush in pine 
stands or the potential fuel for wildfires. 
But now the pine straw, which once was 
regarded only as waste, is proving to be a 
product with money-making potential.

Farm Dogs — A Celebration of the 
Farm’s Hardest Worker	  6
This article is a review of a new book 
that applauds all farm dogs everywhere. 
Ask anyone who grew up on a farm: We 
all know that dogs play a starring role in 
keeping the farm running. 

How To Give Cattle Injections	  8
Most drugs (vaccines, antibiotics, etc.) are 
given to cattle by injection, so it is very 
important to know how to administer 
them—giving the injection properly and in 
the proper locations.

Specialty Mushrooms Can Help 
Diversify Small Farms	 10
Consumers are now seeking out the unique 
flavors of specialty mushrooms, such as 
shiitake, oyster and portobello, opening up 
a market for mushrooms grown on a much 
smaller scale.

Farmers And Chefs Team Up – 
Result: Great Food For Customers! 	
12
Relationships between local restaurant 
chefs and area farmers can be beneficial 
to both, offering fresh quality food to 
the restaurant’s customers and creating a 
market for local farm products.

Planning Farm Shops For Work And 
Energy Efficiency 	 14
A farm shop can serve as a place for 
repairing or modifying the equipment, 
building projects, working on the family 
car, farm trucks, recreation vehicle or even 
hobby projects.

A Family Business Grows By 
Helping Growers 	 16
The French family started Orchard 
Equipment and Supply Company 54 years 
ago. This Conway, Massachusetts into a 
full service green industry supplier is now 
doing business as OESCO, Inc.

What Is Your State Doing For Small 
Farms? 	  20
This month we have picked New York  the 
“The Empire State” as the 19th state in our 
continuing project to let you know where you 
can find small farm information and help.

Checklist For Beginning 
Winemakers	 22
If you’ve ever dreamed about starting up 
your own winery, you will want to read 
our  articles about starting a winery and 
where to find information.

Columns & Departments

Small Farm Talk	  3
This month Editor Andy Stevens writes 
about places to find information about 
greenhouses.

Calendar	 28
Here are some farm shows and events for 
your learning and enjoyment.

Homeland Treasures	 24
Homeland treasures’ quilt patterns are featured.

On the bookshelf 	 26
Books that can help you do a better job on 
your farm.

Recipes	 27
This month we feature cheese recipes to 
observe that June is Dairy Month.

Product Review 	 30

Last Word 	 31
Bill Schaefer has a birthday this month. 
He suggests that age is only a number and 
what we do with life from here on out is 
really the only thing people will remember 
about us.
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About the cover
Most of us that grew up in the coun-

try have shared our lives with pets. And 
dogs certainly leap to the limelight. 
Many farm dogs are much more than 
the family pet. Often these animals are 
valued helpers around the farm. They 
share with us their keen instincts, high 
intelligence, and devotion. In the arti-
cle about farm dogs beginning on page 
six you will learn they are capable of 
all kinds of extraordinary actions. You 
will also learn about new book, “Farm 
Dogs: A Celebration of the Farms 
Hardest Worker that applauds all farm 
dogs everywhere. Good information 
and plenty of beautiful photos in this 
book. Cover photo courtesy of Loy-
allTM pet food. New from Nutrena® 
www.loyallpetfood.com.
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