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What Is Your State Doing For Small 
Farms? 	 5
This month we are featuring the “Pelican 
State” Louisiana. This is the seventh state 
in our continuing project. Will your state 
be next?

Heat Stress Costs U.S. Livestock 
Producers Billions 	 8
Researchers have found that the best 
cooling system for dairy cows, in terms of 
net returns for most of the United States, 
is one with a combination of fans and a 
sprinkler system. For other animal classes, 
like beef cattle all current cooling systems 
have costs that exceed their benefits.

Most People Get Plenty Of Water 	 9
Although the “adequate intake” of water 
varies from person to person, almost all 
healthy people get enough from the water 
and other beverages they drink, as well as 
from water in foods.

Portable Sawmills Can Help With 
Clearing Storm-damaged Timber 	 10
Louisiana State University (LSU) AgCenter 
forester Brian Chandler says many people 
still need a way to cut and move timber 
that was damaged in last year’s hurricanes.

Weekend Warrior Logging: Are you 
Being Safe? 	 11
One of the satisfactions of owning forest 
property is working outdoors to improve 
the health and value of your forest. This 
article suggests some questions you should 
be asking yourself to avoid accidents when 
cutting or moving trees on your property:

Are You Searching For New Sources 
Of Income For Your Farm? 	 12
Before undertaking new farm enterprises 
or making major changes to an existing 
business, you should set some well-defined 
farm goals. Those goals should go beyond 
profit objectives to include available 
resources as well as personal and family 
values.

Keep Repair Costs In-House By 
Doing Your Own Welding 	 14
For most small farmers, welding is a 
necessity. In fact, a welder helps to keep 
the farm running.

Small Sprayers For Small Farms 	 22

Sprayers come in many sizes with a variety 
of pumps and nozzles. This story has some 
ideas to help you with your selections.

Greenhouse Grower Section

Fine-Tuning Nursery And 
Greenhouse Plant Care	 18
Since some scientists are saying that water 
may become as scarce as oil over the 
coming decades, nursery managers are 
among the growers most interested in ways 
to get by on less water. Researchers have 
developed an improved strategy for year-
round monitoring of the plants’ water and 
nutritional needs.

Ornamental Gingers As Potted 
Landscape Plants	 21
Ornamental gingers encompass a diverse 
and versatile group of plants that are 
gaining increased popularity in the 
flowering pot plant, landscape and cut 
flower markets. They have showy and 
attractive foliage and flowers, which make 
them interesting ornamentals.
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Small Farm Talk	 3
Editor Andy Stevens often asked what 
kind of work he does. When he says he 
is the editor of  “American Small Farm” 

magazine the person to whom he is 
speaking will say something to the effect 
that small farms are disappearing. Is that a 
true or false statement? Check it out.

Over The Fence 	 16
This column is a place for you to share and 
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About the cover
On July 4, 1776, we claimed our inde-

pendence from Britain and Democracy 
was born. Every day thousands leave their 
homeland to come to the “land of the free 
and the home of the brave” so they can 
begin their American Dream. The United 
States is truly a diverse nation made up of 
dynamic people. The photo on our cover 
was taken last year at a party for a lady 
who came from England to this country 
after WWII. Last year she finally became 
a U.S. citizen. Margie Bell of Ostrander 
Ohio fulfilled the requirements established 
by Congress in the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (INA). And in November she 
voted for the first time. We hope you have 
an enjoyable Fourth of July. Happy Birth-
day, America! Photo by Andy Stevens
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