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Features

Tender Container-Grown
Raspberries Prove Profitable 5
Massachusetts grower William Hamilton
made the accidental observation that a
certain variety of tender raspberry,
‘Tulameen,” produced an exceptional crop
when it was left in cold storage over the
winter and set out in the spring in a
container.

The Pet Industry - Still A Growing
Opportunity 8
Raising pet birds can be a profitable
business. This is the second part of the
information showing that America’s love
affair with pets continues to grow.

Polypay Equals Returns On
Investment And Labor 10
Owners claim that Polypay sheep are ideal
farm flock sheep and are profitable.
Polypays were created in an attempt to
create a dual-purpose breed that would
maximize profits.

Meat Goats Offer A Very Bright
Future 11
Goats offer a variety of products for human
consumption. We think goats should be
considered in the many small farm plans.
This month we will look at the opportuni-
ties for meat goats.

Do You Need A Skid-Steer Loader? 12
Deciding on the right skid-steer loader for
your operation can be mystifying because
there are so many choices. This article
gives you some ideas about what to
consider when you are shopping.

Asparagus Can Be A Profitable Crop14
Asparagus can be a worthwhile and
profitable vegetable crop if growers are
willing to follow good cultural practices
and are able to find suitable market outlets.

Seed Selector Section

New Vegetable Varieties For 2005 18
Gardeners and farmers are looking for new
plants every year. Here are new vegetables
that will be featured in 2005 mail-order
seed catalogs, seed packets and as bedding
plants at garden centers.
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Seed Source List For Home
Gardeners 20
This is a list of companies that offer seeds
through mail-order catalogs, retail stores,
seed company retail stores or Web site sales.

Columns & Departments

Small Farm Talk 3
You may not be able to have the world’s
opportunities in the palm of your hand, but
every month we try to help you search for
profitable niches. This month we offer
some ides for micro-farms.

Homeland Treasures 16
Yolanda & Friends quilt patterns are
featured.

Over The Fence 5
This column is a place for you to share and
learn what is happening on family farms.

On The Bookshelf 22
Books that can help you do a better job and
live the good life on your place in the
country.

Recipes 26
You may not know this, but every month
has several food themes. For instance,
January food themes include: Soup Month,
Oatmeal Month, Prune Breakfast Month
and Hot Tea Month.

Calendar 30
Farm shows and events for learning and
enjoyment.

Rural Reflections 31
These short, winter days and long, winter
nights give us an opportunity to do
something most of us do not do enough.
Now is a good time to slow down, reflect
on the past and plan for the coming
months’ projects.

About the cover

Liberty skid-steer loader from Town &
Country, Ltd. with planned 2005 produc-
tion, loading mulch from Olsen Country-
side Farms, near Niles, MI. The Olsen’s
use an extensive composting process and
sell the finished product to neighboring
farms as a soil enhancement.
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