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Mayhaw Growers Creative 5
Growers in the Mayhaw Association are
very innovative They are encouraging
research, creating new markets, developing
improved varieties and mechanizing their
harvesting operations. Mayhaws are a good
source of antioxidants. These health benefits
can help growers market their product.

Risk Management For Small and
Minority Farmers 6
This is the first of seven articles that
will focus on risk management in
agriculture. In these articles we will
learn how risk management affects small
and minority farmers.

Seeing the Forest For the Trees 8
Pegasus Farm in Hartville, Ohio, is a non-
profit therapeutic equestrian center for
people with disabilities. Each week
Pegasus Farm hosts over 200 individuals
having serious physical and/or mental
disabilities. This article is about the farm
and also the advantages of using heavy
horses rather than heavy equipment when
working in the woods. Horse logging has
less environmental impact.

Liquid Feed Can Improve Beef Cow
Weight Gain and Health 11
Liquid feed supplements can meet the
demands of today’s high-producing beef
cattle by stimulating development of
microbes that are crucial to meeting energy
and blood oxygen requirements while
improving the quality and taste of meat.

Alpacas: the Ideal Livestock for a
Small Farm 14
The alpaca industry is a “people-oriented
profession,” says a former professor at the
University of Oklahoma, College of
Medicine. Steve Hull has also found that
raising alpacas is easier compared to any
other livestock.

Raising Ducks On A Small Scale 19
Are you interested in raising a few ducks
primarily for your family use or to sell
locally? This article can help you get started.

You Are The Greatest Teacher 20
When you buy a horse or a dog, you often
wonder how it will turn out for you.
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People often ask author Ron Hevener this
question. He says, “When I say it depends
on them more than anything else, they are
often surprised. ‘The horse is going to
learn from you,’ I say. ‘You are the
greatest teacher.””

Columns & Departments

Small Farm Talk 3
So you want to farm. There are many sources
of information to help you get started. We
share some of them with you this month.

Homeland Treasures 16
Quilt patterns with a wildlife flavor

Recipes 26
June is Dairy Month and milk, yogurt and
cheese provide a high concentration of
many nutrients relative to their energy
value. That’s enough of a reason to enjoy
these products.

On the bookshelf 22
Books that can help you do a better job on
your farm.
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In 1867, the rural horse population
in America was estimated at nearly 8
million, while the number of farm
workers was well under 7 million.
Today the horse industry is a highly
diverse industry that supports a wide
variety of activities in all regions of
the country. It combines the prima-
rily rural activities of breeding,
training, maintaining and riding
horses with the more urban activities
of operating racetracks, horse shows
and public sales.

There are 6.9 million horses in the
U.S., including both commercial and
recreational horses, according to an
American Horse Council report. Of
those horses, 725,000 are involved in
racing and race horse breeding,
while 1,974,000 and 2,970,000 are
used in showing and recreation, re-
spectively. The remaining 1,262,800
are used in other activities, such as
farm and ranch work, rodeo, polo,
police work, etc.
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