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As a part of its interpretive mission, the
Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill, Ken-
tucky, operates a 19th-century farm
within the historic village. You can read
about it starting on page 14. Chickens
were an important part of the animal mix
on the farm in 1850. Chickens served
many purposes — meat for a change from
pork, eggs for cooking and baking, and
feathers for bedding and a method of in-
expensive pest control around the crops
and garden.

The Dominique is a medium-sized bird
with black and white barring over the en-
tire body. The rose comb is characteristic.
A dual-purpose breed, these birds were
kept to produce brown eggs and chicken
for the pot. The heavy plumage not only
protected the birds in cold weather but
provided material for pillows and feath-
erbeds. The plumage coloration also
made them less conspicuous to predators.
The birds were expected to make a part of
their living by foraging and to raise a
clutch or two of chicks each season.
Photo by Rudy Kazootie.
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